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Barcelona hosted the VIl Geo European Projects Workshop
organized by the European Commission and CREAF

Over 175 experts in Earth Observation from around the world met at the
seventh workshop held on the 15" and 16™ of April at the Casa de la
Convalascéncia, one of the Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona facilities.

April 21** 2013, Bellaterra - The city of Barcelona hosted the VIl GEO European Projects

Workshop organized by the European Commission and the Centre for Ecological Research and
Forestry Applications (CREAF) on the 15" and 16" of April at the Universitat Autbnoma de
Barcelona facility called Casa de la Convalescéncia.

The annual convention which had the slogan ‘GEOSS: An Earth Observatory for Europe's
Citizens’ had the participation of more than 175 national and international Earth observation
experts. Scientists shared experiences in projects that help to improve various aspects of the
planet as well as the impact on society: environmental health, energy, weather, water
management, climate, ecosystems, agriculture, biodiversity and prediction and reduction of
consequences of natural disasters. The event was inaugurated on April 15% by Andrea Tilche,
Head of the Technology Environment of the European Commission; Jordi Mas, head of the
Office of International Relations, University and Research of the Ministry of Economy and
Knowledge of the Government of Catalonia; Fernando Belda, Director of Infrastructure and
Production of the Spanish Meteorological Agency (AEMet); Xavier Pons, professor at the
Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona; and Javier Retana, director of CREAF. During the event, a
large number of Earth observation projects financed by the 7th Framework Programme of the
European Commission that supports research, education and innovation of excellence in
Europe. Next to speak were the representatives of the administration, universities, research
centers and Spanish private companies. The European Commission praised current initiatives

and recognized the potential that this sector has in our country.
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The European Commission contributes to the construction and improvement of the Global
Earth Observation Systems of Systems (GEOSS) by funding research in Earth observation. Its
aim is to achieve a cross border environmental geo-information exchange and at minimum
cost. During the conference over 55 different initiatives were presented. Some examples are
the AGRICAB project, that aims to develop a framework to improve the ability of Earth
observation to support the management of agriculture and forest management in Africa; the
FUTUREVOLC project, which contributes to a long-term monitoring experiment in geologically
active regions of Europe prone to natural disasters; the MEDINA project, that aims to improve
the ability to implement policies and protocols designed to maintain or improve the quality of
coastal ecosystems in North Africa; BalkanGEONet project, that mainly aims to identify and
coordinate the activities of Earth observation in the Balkan region and pave the way for a
future full inclusion of all Balkan countries in GEO; and the GeoViQua, project coordinated by

CREAF, which is contributing by giving tools to visualize the quality indicators of the data.

The GEOSS also benefits from stable global networks such as from the biodiversity observation
(GEOBON), from initiatives for monitoring and observing the oceans (Blue Planet Initiative),
the geo-world agricultural monitoring (GEOGLAM), a global observation system for fluxes and
deposition of Mercury (GMOS), a global observation network of forests (GFOI) and a system of
observations and analysis of carbon (Carbon GEO). All of them were represented at the
conference. To be at the global forefront, the convention devoted a session to discuss new
goals and objectives to be addressed during the 2015-2025 period. The second meeting of the
Scientific and Technical Division of GEO-Spain also took place, where an action plan to further

strengthen national research in this field was set.

During this meeting, the commitment of the European Commission to strengthen funding in
the field of Earth observation became clear, in order to increase the knowledge of the world,
all by encouraging the participation of companies and stimulating job creation within the new

Horizon 2020 research program.
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Media materials:
Graphic material in the form of photographs and footage are available to the media.
Further information, including submissions from around the whole event can be found at

http://gepw?7.creaf.cat

photos: Abel Pau

For more information please contact:

Laura Palau

Centre de Recerca Ecologica i Aplicacions Forestals
l.palau@creaf.uab.es

93 581 3584

Campus UAB. Edifici C 08193 Bellaterra, Barcelona.
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Additional notes:

The Group on Earth Observations (GEO) is an association of governments and international
organizations was created in response to requests from the World Summit on Sustainable
Development and by the G8 in 2002. GEO coordinates efforts for the starting and maintening
GEOSS.

This is the 7th edition of the event. Some previous editions were in Italy (2011), United

Kingdom (2010) and Greece (2009).

The event was made possible by funding from the European Commission, the Agaur

(Government of Catalonia) CREAF and the MiraMon project.

The first meeting of the Scientific and Technical Division of GEO-Spain was held in Madrid at
the closing conference of the EuroGEOSS project that contributed to GEOSS architecture
supporting a new services based on a piece of software that acts as broker between different

services.
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